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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
A detailed listing of all claims that are, or were, in the present application, 
iTTespective of whether the claim(s) remains under examination in the application 
are presented below. 

1 . (Original) An arrangement including in combination, 

a container for transporting wafer-shaped objects having container 

walls; 

a container door fitted in said container and comprising two walls, 
spaced apart from and parallel to each other; 

recesses worked into the container walls in the region of said 
container door which is fitted therein; 

means for locking and unlocking said container door comprising 
locking elements provided within said container door between said two 
parallel walls and being displaceable into a moved-in end position and into 
a moved-out end position and, when moving out, penetrate into said 
recesses within the container wall$» 

every locking element being in the form of a projection from a 
plate which is directed parallel to the outwardly directed wait of said 
container door, wherein all plates share a common drive in form of a 
rotatabie disk driven by a motor and acting in the locking and unlocking 
direction for connecting rod^ provided for displacing the plates, the plates 
being fixed in the moved-in end position and in the moved-out end 
position by said connecting rods; 
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means for providing that the penetration of the locking elements 
into said recesses is effected along a curved path a$ a result of a movement 
of each locking clement into a corresponding recess as well as in a 
direction normal thereto, 

said means for providing a curved path further comprising 
stRJcturc to maintain and move every plate parallel to an outwardly 
directed wall of said two parallel walls of the container door by means of 
couplers, said couplers for every plate being parallel to each other and 
rotatably connected to said plate and also to said outwardly directed wall 
so that, as a result of the couplers, there is a predetermined distance 
between every plate and said outwardly directed wall in the moved-in 
state, which distance decreases during the outward movement until the 
locking element comes into contact with a contact surface in the recess 
against which the locking element is pressed under tension in its moved- 
out end position. 

. 2. (Original) The arrangement according to claim 1, wherein the locking 
elements are adjacent to one another. 

3. (Original) The arrangement according to claim 2, wherein one end of 
each connecting rod is rotatably fitted to a plate, the other end being rotatably 
fitted opposite thereto at a disk so as to lie outside an axis thereof and wherein 
the plates are fixed in the moved-out end position by rotating the disk beyond a 
dead center position. 
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4. (Original) The arrangement according to claim 1, wherein one end of 
each connecting rod is rotatably fitted to a plate, the other end being rotatably 
fitted opposite thereto at a disk so as to He outside an axis thereof, and wherein 
the plates are fixed in the moved-out end position by rotating the disk beyond a 
dead center position. 

5^ ^PrevdousJ^^^^^ A transport unit for wafer-shap ed objects, the unit 

CQmprisins: 

aJsmitaingJL^^ the objects, the container comprisin g a plurality of 

j^iadner-waU s^the container walls having a plurality of recesses, and 

a containe r door fitt ed in said container and comDrisinp two door walls 
spaced at mrtJrom each other and a locking and unlocking anranpement positioned 
between the two door walls> the locking and unlocking arrangeme nt comprising a 
plurality of locking e lernents 

nLoyabJe betw een a moved-in end position and a movcd-out end position, each of 
sajcLRlu rality qf locking elements comprising a projection from a plate with a pair 
O-fLomosed ed^es. each of said plurality of locking elements directed to one of 
said plurality of recesses in said container watL whereby in the moved-out end 
position the locking elements penetrate into said recesses in the container walls, 
the loc king and unlocking arrangement further comprising a plurality of parallel 
couplers pivotallv mounted to one of the door walls and to each of said plate 
edges such that each of said plates is parallel to the door walls, whereby the 
penetration of each of said locking elements into one of said plurality of recesses 
is effected along a curved path. 
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6. (Previously Presented) The trans pQit unit of claim 5 wherein each locking 
clement is a compone nt part of the plate. 

7. (Cance ledX- 
8^ (Canceled). 

2. (Trevtouslv Presented^ The transp grLu nltjo f claim 5 wherein each said 

locking clement is rotatablv couoled to one of said coupler^^ 

1^ (Previously Presented) The transport unit of claim 5 furt her comprising a 

pluf^iitv of c^Qfiinggtipg rods, wher^m QjadLii£^i±Rlttmiits^^^ pi2iio.QQtm&.ri>jisLhAs 

two ends w i th one _end_ ofLeachjdt$placing element rotatablv connecting to the 
plate and the other end coupled to the locking element. 

IL (CanceledV 

11^ (Previously Presented) A transport unit for wafer-shaped objects, the 

transport unit comprising a container and a doo r to close the container, the door 

comprising a pair of. spaced apart door walls and a locking and unlocking 

arrangement positioned between the door walls, the locking and unlocking 

arrangcmient comprising: 

first and second plates, each of sai d first and se cond plates comprising a 

locking e lement extending therefrom and first and second opposed edges, each of 

said locking elements extendable out of the door to engage a recess in the 
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container, at least one of said locking elements extendi ng in a first loclcing 
elenient direction and at least one other of said locking elements extending in a 
second locking element direction to en gage the re cesses in the container, the first 
locking element direction generally opposite to the second locking element 
direction: 

a_rota tab_le disk and a plurality of connecting rods, the rotatable disk in 
rotatable mechanical communication with each of the locking elements via the 
connecting rods: and 

first and second parallel couplers pivotallv attached to each edge of each 
of said pjatesi, each of sai d couplers having two ends, one end of each of said 
couplers attached to and rotatable about a first coupler axis at one of the parallel 
walls and the other end of each of said couple rs att ached to and rota t able about a 
second coupler axis generally parallel to the first coupler axis and proximate one 
of said locking elements, said first and second couplers attached to the first plate 

attached to said second plate axiallv extendin g in a second coupler direction 
different/r om the firs t cou^^^^ such thatjhe locking e lements remain 

generally parallel to said door walls and are displaced outwardly in a curved path. 

13. (Previously Presented^ The transport unit of claim 1 2 wherein each o f the 
plates is coupled to the rotatable disk s uch that rotation of the disk moves the 
plates inwar dly a nd outw ardly with respect to the rotating disk. 

14^ (Previously Presented^ The transpo rt unit of claim 13 wherein the 

connecting rod pctendyagta^een^^ and th^ pfate, 
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15. (Previously Presented^ The transport unit of claim 13 whe r ein each plate 
andJheJfeOLcaimfer^aji d^ walls of the door form a 
parallcloRram. 

16. (Previously Presented) A sealable and tra nsj30_rtabl_e_u nit_for wafe^^ 
objects, t he transportable unit comprising: 

a container including a first wall and a second wall and one or more 
recesses in each of the first wall and second wall: and 

a door with a seal between th e door a nd, the conta iner^ the door comprising 
a pair of d oor walls and an arrangement for locking and unlocking the door 
disposed within the door b e twee n the pair of door waJls^ 

wherein the arrangement for locking and unlocking the door comprises a 

pluralitv of plates with lateral edges, a shared drive, an d a plurality of parallel 

couplers pivotaDy attached to each plate lateral edge> each plate comprising a 

locking element projecting fi-om the plate, the shared drive comprising a disk 

rAtatabl_eJbAL a_mo_tQr and r^^^^ connected to each of said 

plurality of plates bv a connecting rod, each of said pluralitv of locking elements 

extendable out of the door bv the shared drive for penetration into one of a 

pluralitv of recesses in the container, each of said pluralitv of couplers further 

pivotallv attached to one of said door walls such that each of said pluralitv of 

locking elements remains_parallel to one of said door waUs as each of said 

pl urality of locking elements is displaced along a curved path between a moved-in 

end position and a moved-out end position in which the locking element is 

disposed in and presses against a surface of one of said recesses. 
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11 (greyiousJ:v Presented^ Th e transp oitablg unit of claim_16. wherein each 

of mi TOWplers is rotatablv connected t p one of the walls along a first stic\ ^ 
mM to the w^U and each of sa id couplers i s further rotatablv conne cted at th^ 
lafikijig elements with a second a^cis p arallel to the first axis, the cnup lfti-s 
BLoyiding the curved oat h of the locking eleini»nt^ 

1^ (previously Pre sentgd) A container door fitted in a container and having a 

pair of dppr walls ai|d a fnclf i paapdiintod^itVRarrangem ent disposed between th^ 
pair of door walls, the Jocking and unlocking arraneement comprising a plurality 
pf proiectio n s and a disk rotatable bv a motor an d in mechanical communicgtinn 
with each of said plura li ty of projections, each of said pluralitv of proiections 
gStendinR from a plate having o pposed edpes fmd ht^JA npr^rahi y parallel to the 
doo r walls bv a p lu rality of para l lel couplers, each of said plurality of couplers 
pivotallY att ached to one of said door walls and fijrther pivotallv attachg^ 
BEQZamate each of said plate opposed edges the prnjArtmn^ ^aoh movable in a 
curved path between a movcH.jn ^^a ^e and a moved-out state bv a cooperation 
between t he disk and couplers, whereby in the movaH-nut state the locking 
elemeafcq xenetrate into.$aid recesses in the containe r walls, wherein tht; 
proiections remain sub stantiallv parallel to said door walls 


la CErSM augly PrgS^nt gl) A transport un it for wafer-shape d objects, the 

transport unit comprisinp a contai ner and a door to sealablv close the container^ 
l3 >.e door comprising a pair of d o or walls and a locking and unlocking arranpftmpnt 
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positioned between the door walls, the locking and unlocking arrangemem 
comprising: 

a plurali ty of locking elements, each said locking elementjsroiecting from 
a plate and extendable out of the door to en gage a recess in the container and 
ptvotally affixed to on e of the do or walls bv a plurality of parallel couplers such 
that each of said plurality of locking eleme nts i s functionally parallel to the door 
w alls, at least one of said plurality of locking elements extendi ng in one direction 
and at least one other of said plurality of locking elements extending in an 
opposite direction with respec t to the door: 

a plurality of connecting rods: and 

a^rotatable disk positioned in the door the rotatable disk coupled to said 
plurality of plates by the connecting rods so as to simultaneously exten d at least 
one of said l ocking elements in one direction and in an opposite dire cti on, each 
said locking element extended along a curved path, 

the connecting rods and disk having a beyond dead center position for 
fixing the locking elements in a moved-in end position or a moyed-out end 
position. 

20 (Preyiouslv Presented^ The transport unit of claim 5. wherem each of said 

plurality of locking elements is genera lly copl anar to one of said plates. 

2L (Preyiouslv Presented^ The transport unit of claim 1 2, wherein each said 

locking element extending fro m one of s aid fir&t and second plates is generally 
copl anar therewith. 
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22. fPreviouslv Presented't The unit of claim 16. wherein each said locking 
d^mfeati^roie<ainflJroni one of said plates is generally coolanar therewith: 

23. (Previously Presented) The container door of claim 18. wherein each of 
said plurality of pro iections exten ding from a plate is aenerally coplanar 
therewith. 

24. fPrcyiously Presented) The transport unit of claim 19, wherein each of 
fiaidJo cking^ elements projecting from one of said plates is generally coplanar 
th^r^ith, 


10 


PA6E11/t7'RCVDATMD055:49:34m[EastemStandardTm^^ ' DURATION (innKS):05-06 


